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I. HIGHLIGHTS 

II.  EPIDEMIOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION 

Tables 1, 2, and 3 show the line list of confirmed cases, the summary of outputs on the various public health activities 

undertaken and the epi-classification of cases. Figure 1 is the Epi-curve of confirmed cases by reported date. 

Table 1: Line List of Laboratory-Confirmed Cases, COVID-19 Outbreak, The Gambia, 2020 

Case No. Nationality Age (Years) Sex  Date 
Reported 

Transmission 
Classification 

Current Status 

001 Gambian 28 Female 16/03/2020 Imported Recovered and Discharged 

002 Bangladeshi 70 Male 19/03/2020 Imported Died 

003 Gambian 71 Male 20/03/2020 Imported Recovered and Discharged 

004 Gambian 53 Male 26/03/2020 Imported Recovered and Discharged 

005 Gambian 20 Male 29/03/2020 Local Recovered and Discharged 

006 Gambian 40 Female 29/03/2020 Local Recovered and Discharged 

007 Gambian 28 Female 20/03/2020 Imported Recovered and Discharged 

008 Gambian 62 Male 21/03/2020 Imported Recovered and Discharged 

009 Gambian 28 Female 20/03/2020 Imported Recovered and Discharged 

010 Gambian 26 Female 20/03/2020 Imported Currently Hospitalized 
 

Situation Report: Confirmed COVID-19    Location: The Gambia 

Date of Report: 24th April 2020  
Investigation Start Date: 17th March 2020 as of 18hrs. 
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SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Globally 

          Confirmed Case(s): 2,826,673 

 Recovery (ies): 781,253 

   Death (s): 196,972 

Senegal 

 Confirmed Case(s):  545 
 Recovery (ies): 262   

   Death (s):   7 

The Gambia 

   Confirmed Case(s): 10 

                  Recovery (ies): 8 

             Death (s): 1 

 

 

  

This is the 35th national situation report since the confirmation of the 
first case of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in The 
Gambia, on the 17th March 2020: 

 20 new laboratory test results received and all tested 
negative for COVID-19 

 Of these, 6 are contacts of the confirmed cases who were 
quarantined  

 While 2 new persons (Gambian) were intercepted and taken 
into quarantine from the Jiboro Border Post, 4 people were 
discharged after testing negative for COVID-19 upon 
completion of mandatory quarantine period 

 Out of a total of 105 low-risk contacts of the recently 
confirmed cases, 99  were successfully followed up  

 The country currently has 93 persons under quarantine; 1 
active case and no probable case 
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Figure 1: Epidemic Curve of Laboratory-Confirmed Cases by Date Reported, COVID-19 Pandemic, The Gambia, 2020] 

 

] A considerable amount of time elapsed between date of reporting and the date of laboratory confirmation of most cases 

 
 

Fig 2: Map of The Gambia showing COVID-19 affected regions 

 

Table 2: Summary of New and Cumulative Public Health Response Outputs, COVID-19 Outbreak, The Gambia, 2020 

* Follow-up completed prior to the 17th March (when the first confirmed case was reported) 

Status  New Cumulative 

In Quarantine 2 93 

Completed quarantine 4 273 

Completed follow-up (asymptomatic people with 
travel history to affected countries) * 

0 310 

Contact(s) Traced (Target)**                      0 642/651 (Target) 

Follow-up Made to Low-Risk Contacts  99/105  

Total Tests conducted (Repeat Test (s))***      20(0) *** 421 

Positive test result (Repeat Test (s))                   0 10 

Negative test result (Repeat Test (s))***       20(0)*** 411 

Inconclusive test result (Repeat Test (s))***        0(0)***  
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http://who.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/c88e37cfc43b4ed3baf977d77e4a0667
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/geographical-distribution-2019-ncov-cases
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* * Includes both low-risk and high-risk contacts and not mutually exclusive with number quarantined (as some 

have been quarantined)  

* * * Includes repeat tests in bracket 

 

Table 3: Epi-Classification of Reported Cases, by Region, COVID-19 Outbreak, The Gambia, 2020 

Health Region 
2020 

Population 
Estimates 

  

Epi Classification 

New Cumulative 

Susp
ected 
case(

s) 

Probabl
e 

Case(s) 
Confirme
d case(s) 

Recovery 
(ies) 

Death 
(s) 

Suspected 
case(s) 

Probable 
Case(s) 

Confirmed 
case 
(s) 

Recover
y (ies) 

Death(s) 

Western One  950,266 16 0 0 

 
 
0 0 293 0 9 

 
 

7 1 

Western Two  514,999 3 0 0 

 
 
0 0 37 0 0 

 
 

0 0 

Upper River  283,911 0 0 0 
 
0 0 52 0 1 

 
1 0 

North Bank 
West 130,196 0 0 0 

 
0 0 2 0 0 

 
0 0 

North Bank 
East 129,629 0 0 0 

 
0 0 0 0 0 

 
0 0 

Lower River 88,100 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Central River 257,332 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 

National 
Total 2,354,433 20 0 0 

 
0 0 386 0 10 

 
8 1 

 

 
 
III.         Major Response Activities 

Table 4: Major response activities undertaken newly, COVID-19 Outbreak, The Gambia, 2020  

Component        Interventions 
  

Coordination 
 
 
Surveillance/ 
Laboratory 
 

• Daily coordination meeting held  
  

• 20 new laboratory test results received and all tested negative for COVID-19 

• 2 new persons taken into quarantine while 4 persons were discharged  

• 99 contacts that were previously traced are currently being followed up to ascertain 
manifestation of COVID-19 symptoms 

• Newly discharged patients to be followed up for another 2 weeks  
 

Case Management/ 
IPC/ PSS and 
Research 
 

• 1 patient (asymptomatic) undergoing treatment at the treatment facility  

• Psychosocial support given to patients under treatment, persons under quarantine 
and health workers involved  
 

http://who.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/c88e37cfc43b4ed3baf977d77e4a0667
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/geographical-distribution-2019-ncov-cases


                                                                                      COVID-19 National Situation Report#35 |24th April 2020 

4 | P a g e  
*as of 24th April 2020 @ 23:52. Data from WHO novel coronavirus dashboard and European CDC situation report 

 
 
Logistics and safety 
 

 
 

• MoH still receiving and sorting out donated items 

• Distribution of donated items to RHDs ongoing  
 
Risk Communication 
and Community 
Engagement  

 

• 6 TV and 2 radio programs successfully conducted 

• 1 press briefing conducted and 1 press release published 
• 5 communities and 321 households sensitized/engaged on COVID-19 preventive 

measures using existing community structures 
• 21 members of regional RCCE committee completed training on feedback and 

reporting mechanism of affected populations 
• Summary of social media activities: 2 Facebook and 2 Twitter posts shared with a 

cumulative engagement of 21,405 people reached  
• Summary of calls made to 1025: a total of 211 calls received (201 COVID-

19 related and 10 non-COVID-19 related. 3 booked for further follow up 
by contact tracing teams and 6 booked for further follow up by quarantine 
team). 

  

 

IV. Next Steps/Recommendations:    

• Engage private pharmacies to report clients presenting flu like symptoms to the RRTs 

• Sensitization of the public on the existence of burial teams in all health regions 

• Finalise SOPs on community engagement and social mobilisation for social and behavioural change 

approaches on COVID-19 

• MDFTs to train VDC members on the development of community action plans for COVID-19 response in 

all regions 

• MoH - RCCE committee to work with municipalities on community engagement 

• Fumigation of the homes of newly discharged persons who have recovered from COVID-19 

• Department of Social Welfare and other actors to work on modalities of receiving Quranic students 

returning from Senegal 

• Expand testing criteria to test more people from all regions in the country 

• Strengthen RRT and contact tracing teams at all regions 

• Establish isolation centres in all major health facilities and hospitals 

• Deploy newly hired health personnel to their duty stations  

• Enforcement of the letter and spirit of the restriction orders contained in the State of Emergency declared   

• Strengthen community surveillance in all regions, especially at un-designated border areas  

• Continue with daily follow-ups of low-risk contacts and those discharged from quarantine 

• Encourage public reporting and self-reporting of suspected cases through the toll-free line (1025) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For comments or questions, please contact: 
Sana .M. Sambou 

Public Health Emergency Operations Center 

Epidemiology and Disease Control Unit,  The Gambia 
Email:  sanasambou@hotmail.com       Phone:  +220 3516320/2422949 

http://who.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/c88e37cfc43b4ed3baf977d77e4a0667
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/geographical-distribution-2019-ncov-cases
mailto:sanasambou@hotmail.com
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