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Situation Report: Confirmed COVID-19 Location: The Gambia

Date of Report: 13" May 2020

Investigation Start Date: 17" March 2020 as of 18hrs.

This is the 51 national situation report since the confirmation of the first case

of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in The Gambia, on the 17th March
2020

No new laboratory confirmed case has been recorded
Out of the 11 laboratory test results received, 10 are results of samples
taken from new people and 1 is a repeat test result
o Results of all 10 people tested for the first time returned negative for
COVID-19
o The only repeat test result is that of a sample taken from a hitherto probable
case and it returned negative for COVID-19. Notwithstanding this
development, she is still required to complete her mandatory quarantine
period
A recovered COVID-19 patient and a hitherto quarantined individual were
each re-integrated in their families upon discharge from the treatment and
guarantine centres respectively after an initial refusal to accept them back
While 8 persons were newly taken into quarantine (2 Gambians and 5
Senegalese and 1 Nigerian) on account of recently travelling from locations
with community transmission, 4 people were discharged after testing
negative for COVID-19 upon completion of the mandatory quarantine period
13 high-risk contacts related to case 021 were traced
The country currently has 89 persons under quarantine; 12 active cases and
2 probable cases

II. EPIDEMIOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION

Prepared by: |Epidemiology and Disease Control Unit, MoH, The Gambia

SITUATION IN NUMBERS

Globally
# Confirmed Case(s): 4,424,839
Recovery (ies): 1,655,188
=a. Death (s): 297,712
Senegal

f Confirmed Case(s): 2,105
Recovery (ies): 782

=. Death (s): 21

The Gambia
Confirmed Case(s): 23
Recovery (ies): 10

= Death (s): 1

Tables 1, 2, and 3 show the line list of confirmed cases, the epi-classification of cases and the summary of outputs on
the various public health activities undertaken. Figures 1 and 2 are the age-sex distribution of confirmed cases and the

Epi-curve of confirmed cases by reported date.

Table 1: Line List of Laboratory-Confirmed Cases, COVID-19 Pandemic, The Gambia, 2020

Case | Nationality Age Sex Date Transmission | Current Status

No. (Years) Reported Classification

001 Gambian 28 Female | 16/03/2020 | Imported Recovered and Discharged
002 Bangladeshi 70 Male 19/03/2020 | Imported Died

003 Gambian 71 Male 20/03/2020 | Imported Recovered and Discharged
004 Gambian 53 Male 26/03/2020 | Imported Recovered and Discharged
005 Gambian 20 Male 29/03/2020 | Local Recovered and Discharged
006 Gambian 40 Female | 29/03/2020 | Local Recovered and Discharged
007 Gambian 28 Female | 20/03/2020 | Imported Recovered and Discharged
008 Gambian 62 Male 21/03/2020 | Imported Recovered and Discharged
009 Gambian 28 Female | 20/03/2020 | Imported Recovered and Discharged
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010 Gambian 26 Female | 20/03/2020 | Imported Recovered and Discharged
011 Senegalese 39 Male 26/04/2020 | Imported Currently Hospitalized
012 Gambian 23 Female | 27/04/2020 | Local Recovered and Discharged
013 Gambian 22 Female | 28/04/2020 | Local Currently Hospitalized
014 Gambian 7 Months | Male 28/04/2020 | Local Currently Hospitalized
015 Senegalese 35 Male 29/04/2020 | Imported Currently Hospitalized
016 Gambian 31 Male 29/04/2020 | Local Currently Hospitalized
017 Gambian 21 Male 28/042020 | Local Currently Hospitalized
018 Senegalese 41 Male 04/05/2020 | Local Currently Hospitalized
019 Senegalese 21 Male 20/04/2020 | Imported Currently Hospitalized
020 Senegalese 23 Male 03/05/2020 | Local Currently Hospitalized
021 Senegalese 84 Male 25/04/2020 | Imported Currently Hospitalized
022 Dual (Senegalese, 51 Female | 26/04/2020 | Imported Currently Hospitalized
Gambian)
023 Gambian 34 Male 30/04/2020 | Imported Currently Hospitalized
Probable Cases
002 Senegalese 27 Male 25/04/20 Imported In Quarantine
003 Senegalese 6 Female | 25/04/2020 | Imported In Quarantine
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Fig. 1: Age-Sex Distribution of Confirmed COVID-19 Cases

Fig. 2: Epidemic Curve of Laboratory-Confirmed Cases by

Date Reported, COVID-19 Pandemic, The Gambia, 2020

1 A considerable amount of time elapsed between date of reporting and the date of laboratory confirmation of most cases

Fig3: Map of The Gambia showing COVID-19 affected regions
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Fig 4 Distribution of COVID-19 Cases in Senegal
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http://who.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/c88e37cfc43b4ed3baf977d77e4a0667
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/geographical-distribution-2019-ncov-cases
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Table 2: Epi-Classification of Reported Cases, by Region, COVID-19 Outbreak, The Gambia, 2020

Epi-Classification

Health Region 2020 NG CTmHETE
Population
Estimates Rec Recovery
Suspect | Probab Confir over Confirmed (ies)
ed le med y Death Suspecte | Probable case
case(s) Case(s) | case(s) | (ies) (s) d case(s) Case(s) (s) Death(s)
Western One 950,266 9 0 0 0 0 1,028 2 19 9 1
Western Two 514,999 1 0 0 0 0 104 0 1 0 0
Upper River 283,911 0 0 0 0 0 81 0 1 1 0
North Bank
West 130,196 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0
North Bank
East 129,629 0 0 0 0 0 20 0 0 0
Lower River 88,100 o o o 0 o 4 0
Central River 257,332

Table 3: Summary of New and Cumulative Public Health Response Outputs, COVID-19 Pandemic, The Gambia, 2020

Status New Cumulative
In Quarantine 8 89
Completed quarantine 4 375
Completed follow-up (asymptomatic people with 0 310
travel history to affected countries) *
Contact(s) Traced (Target)** 13 786/787(Target)
Follow-up Made to Low-Risk Contacts 84/89 ]
Completed follow-up to low risk contacts 0 ]
Total Tests conducted (Repeat Test (s))*** 10(2) *** 1344
Positive test result (Repeat Test (s)) 0 (0) 23
Negative test result (Repeat Test (s))*** 10 (1)*** 1315
Inconclusive test result (Repeat Test (s))*** (0)**= s

* Follow-up completed prior to the 17" March (when the first confirmed case was reported)

* * Includes both low-risk and high-risk contacts and not mutually exclusive with number quarantined (as some have
been quarantined)

* * * Includes repeat tests in bracket
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II. Major Response Activities

Table 4: Major response activities undertaken newly, COVID-19 Outbreak, The Gambia, 2020

Component
Coordination

Surveillance/ Laboratory

Case Management/ IPC/
PSS and Research

Logistics and Safety

Risk Communication and
Community Engagement

Interventions

Daily coordination meetings held at central and regional levels

No new laboratory confirmed case has been recorded

Out of the 11 laboratory test results received, 10 are results of samples taken from

new people and 1 is a repeat test result

o Results of all 10 people tested for the first time returned negative for COVID-19

o The only repeat test result is that of a sample taken from a hitherto probable case and
it returned negative for COVID-19. Notwithstanding this development, she is still
required to complete her mandatory quarantine period

13 high risk contacts traced and 5 low risk contacts remain untraced

Fajikunda Major HC isolation block benefitted from a facelift

Case definition reviewed and updated to reflect current realities. Awaiting

finalisation and dissemination

12 COVID-19 patients currently receiving and responding to treatment

11 people with anxiety-related problems received psychosocial support at the
quarantine centre

A recovered COVID-19 patient and a hitherto quarantined individual were each re-
integrated in their families upon discharge from the treatment and quarantine
centres respectively after an initial refusal to accept them back

PSS given to frontline workers, people under quarantine, those receiving
treatment, discharged cases and their families

Plans underway to provide two trainings related to psychosocial support. These
are; psychosocial first aid to response workers and counselling skills to social/case
workers

A Nigerian national picked up by the Brufut PIU for travelling into the country
illegally from Senegal, was handed over to the quarantine team

26 commercial vehicle drivers were arranged in court for violating the social
distancing procedures by overcrowding their vehicles and increasing stipulated
transport fares. (13 were charged and fine with D5000 and the remaining 13 will
report back to the courts today.

Fist phase of the refurbishment of the islolation/holding centre (Ndemban)
complete and awaiting official handing over to the MoH

6 TV and 11 radio programs successfully conducted

1 press briefing conducted

9 communities and 206 households sensitized/engaged on COVID-19 preventive
measures using existing community structures

Summary of social media activities: 3 Facebook and 2 Twitter posts shared with
a cumulative engagement of 16,050 people reached

Summary of calls made to 1025: a total of 371 calls received (363 COVID-19
related and 8 non-COVID-19 related. 4 booked for further follow up by rapid
response teams and 6 booked for further follow up by quarantine team).
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\A Next Steps/Recommendations:

Security to open a post at Kerr Ardo as it is becoming a major route of entry into the Gambia

To consider testing low risk contacts (contacts of contacts) before discharge upon mandatory follow-up

All SoPs to be revised in order to cater for gender and the differently abled

Inclusion of immigration in the RRT to facilitate the deportation of non-Gambians sneaking into the country
Enforcement of the letter and spirit of the restriction orders contained in the State of Emergency declared
Strengthen surveillance at all points of entry (including the undesignated ones)

Engage private pharmacies to report clients presenting flu-like symptoms to the RRTs

Strengthen RRT and contact tracing teams at all regions

For comments or questions, please contact:
Sana .M. Sambou
Public Health Emergency Operations Center
Epidemiology and Disease Control Unit, The Gambia
Email: sanasambou@hotmail.com Phone: +220 3516320/2422949
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